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NATIONAL CURRENT AFFAIRS

First rural LED street lighting project to take off in Andhra Pradesh

e The project will be carried out through the Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) under the
Ministry of Power.

e Gram panchayats of the districts of Guntur, Prakasham, Nellore, Kurnool, Kadapa,
and Chittoor will be covered under the first phase of the project.

e French Development Agency Agence Frangaise de Développement (AFD) w'tu the\entire
nt

nthapur

upfront capital cost of this project.

MoU signed between Central Industrial Security Force & National Skill Developme ration
e The MoU aims at assisting retiring, retired, serving low medic ry% CISF personnel to
acquire additional skills and facilitate their resettlement t h a secand career.
e The MoU will remain in effect for a period of 5 years Starti une, 2017 till 5th June,
2022, subject to a mid-term review after 3 years.
e |t will also provide welfare to wards, family members oftser ISF personnel, retired

personnel and personnel killed in action
e The MoU provides that CISF, NSDCand I% Fy m ktogether at CISF units all across the
country. ®
e |ts main purpose is the implementatioho F Muilti Skill Development Institute Projects.

INTERNATIONAL NT AFFAIRS

World’s fastest elevator to b in skyscraper complex building in China

e The world’s fastest elevator that can operate at a record breaking speed of 1,260 metres per

e Anairpr ment technology eases ear blockage by reducing the changes in air
pressurgiinside elevator car.
e Activ llers installed in the elevator absorbs vibration during high speed operation,
the ride comfortable

Saudi A UAE, Eqypt & Bahrain cut ties with Qatar

e SaudiArabia, Bahrain, Egypt andthe United Arab Emirates cut ties with Qatar in the worst
diplomatic crisis to hit Gulf Arab states in decades.

e The three Gulf countries and Egypt charge with Qatar for supporting terrorism and destabilizing
the region.

e According to Saudi state media Qatar ejected from the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen over alleged
support of ISIS and al-Qaeda.

e Qatar which shares its only land border with Saudi Arabia has rejected the accusations.
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e Qataricitizens have been told that they have 14 days to leave Saudi Arabia, Bahrainand the
UAE, and those countries also banned their own citizens from entering Qatar.
e Kuwait, Oman and only Gulf Cooperation Council members are remaining with ties to Qatar

Montenegro becomes NATQO’s 29th member

e Montenegro officially joined North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and thereby became
the 29" member country of NATO.

e The move came in the face of bitter opposition from Russia, which says NATO’s stea
expansion into the former communist statesof Eastern Europe threatensits owngse€urity.and
cannot go unchallenged.

BUSINESS & ECONOMY (Q

India Signs Loan Agreement with the World Bank for USD 39.2 A

e Anagreement for IBRD Credit of USD 39.2 Million fro
Citizen Centric Service Delivery”
e The program costis 49-million dollar out of which

Bank, and the remaining amount will be funde %
e

ank for the project “Assam

e The main objective of the project is to i
in Assam.

in the delivery of selected public services

e The project seeks to enable citi
and accountable manner.

vices under the RTPS Act in a timely, efficient,

Vijaya Bank set to develop 100 digii

e |t will provide inter
banking and others

onnectivity, mobile payment facilities, ATM cards, online
ating the villagers through door-to-door campaign.

Vijaya Bankalsquopens Wank accounts to all the eligible villagers including children and
transactions digitally.

3 lakh mobile users and about eight lakh Internet banking users.

r the agreement, the storage project would be built under engineering, procurement,
construction and finance (EPCF) model.

e Under this model, CGGC will help arrange funds required to develop the project.

e CGGCwill also undertake the overall responsibility of executing the project.

e The government has allocated a budget of Rs 5.33 billion for the projects development in the
current fiscal year.
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NHB approves merger between Aadhar Housing Finance and DHFL Vysya Housing Finance

e Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd and DHFL Vysya Housing Finance Ltd will going to be mergedinto
one to create a pan-India entity with Rs 3,300 crore of loan assets for financing affordable
housing.

e The merger plan received backing from International Finance Company (IFC), which holds 20%
in Aadhar Finance.

e |t provides financial support to India’s scheme of promoting dwelling units for low income
families.

e The government’s ‘Housing for All by 2022’ aims to provide finances for twocror ordable
houses in urban areasand four crore affordable dwelling units in rural locations.

PEOPLE IN NEWS

e Diahas lent her support to WTI’s wildlife conservation endea
founder-member of the organisation’s Club Natur i

e Using her celebrity status, the actresshas bee
to bring conservation issues before a wiqtr, m

AWARDS

Authors Neelakantan, Satp noured with Kalinga Awards

and lakantan, Odia poet Haraprasad Das and author Paramita
affhounced as winners of this year’s Kalinga Literary Awards.

e AnandN ill be conferred Kalinga International Literary Award

e Harap asWill be conferred Kalinga Literary Youth Award.

e P i thy will be conferred Kalinga Karubaki Award.

SC & TECHNOLOGY

e Popular writer
Satpathy ha

Wildlife Board okays Andamans’ Rutland Island for DRDO’s missile testing project

e Standing Committee of the National Board of Wildlife has given clearance for Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO’s) long-range missile test facility at South Andamans’
Rutland Island.
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e The proposal involves diversion of 49.978 acres forest of which 0.84 ha falls in theMahatma
GandhiMarine National Park and 49.138 ha reserve forest within 10km of the Eco Sensitive
Zone.

e Theisland is very rich in marine life and was once home to the indigenous Andamanese group
‘Jangil’ or Rutland Jarawa.

IMD to give malaria, chikungunya alerts

e India Meteorological Department (IMD) has announced that it is working on a forecasting

system that will give 15-day alerts on the likelihood of a malaria or chikungunya réak across
different regions of the country.

e IMD will release five-day and 15-day forecasts of heat-waves, cold waves a i oUtbreaks.

e IMD will offer this service by collaborating with the Medical Council of eRed Cross
Society.

e The services are aimed at providing custom, weather-related ifformation e with
challenges of a global warming and its associated impact of we Q

e At present, the pune Centre is tasked with forecasting the on apd documenting monsoon-

related statistics.

China successfully tests solid-fuel variable ramjet engine

e China has successfully tested a solid-fuelyarigh
real combat ability of the country’s stealth 4j
e ChinaAerospace Science and Techfiology.Co
flight tests with the ramjet engine, sta

mjet engine that could enhance the
boost firing range of missiles

ation (CASC) has successfully conducted two
u bal Times.

e The solid-fuel ramjet engineis a
of low cost, high power, and high.c

he ramjet engine family, which has the advantage
ability with compact size.

ENVIRONME ECOLOGY

India’s biodiversity r 0 499 species

e ‘Ani ies 2016, New Species and Records’, brought out by the Zoological Survey of
India a nt Discoveries 2016’, by the Botanical Survey of India, 499 new species of animals
an 13 species of animal and 186 of plants) have been discovered from various areas

ia last year.

° e'hew animal species, 258 are invertebratesand 55 vertebrates. As many as 97 species of

insects, 27 of fish, 12 species of amphibians, 10 of Platyhelminthes, nine of Crustacea and six of
reptiles have been discovered.

e Along with 186 new species, scientists have discovered seven new genera, four subspecies and
nine new varietiesfrom India, taking the number to 206.

Astronomers find hottest giant planet Kelt-9b

e According to a study published in the journal Nature the planet called KELT-9b is hotter than
most stars.
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e KELT-9b is 2.8 times more massive than Jupiter, but only half as dense.

e The KELT-9b planet was found using the Kilodegree Extremely Little Telescope.

e The planet is so close to the star that its surface reaches more than4,300C (7800F), making it
the hottest giant planet ever found.

e The twin telescopes focused on a star called Kelt-9 which at 10,000C (18000F) is nearly twice as

hot as the sun.

SPORTS CURRENT AFFAIRS S
Real Madrid make history, thrash Juve 4-1 to retain Champions League title Q

e RealMadrid has won the UEFA Champions League title a record 12 tim‘.
e For Real Madrid, Cristiano Ronaldo scored 2 goals, whereas emiro an co Asensio

scored one goal each. ®
e This victory means, Real Madrid are the first teamto succ defend the trophy in the

Champions League era. AC Milan were the last team to%etal ’s top prize when they

triumphed in 1989 and 1990.
)
o \Q
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